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Spencer to send him out to the Levant with a roving commission.
His command consisted of two battleships and three small frigates. K
On hearing that Bonaparte had captured Jaffa he sent a brilliant
young emigre engineer, Colonel Phelypeaux, to assist the Turkish
Governor of Acre.   A few days later Smith followed in person,

On March lyth, Bonaparte, driving northwards from Haifa,
saw in his path the white walls of Acre jutting out into the Mediter-
ranean blue. Beyond them lay Aleppo and Damascus, and, so the
young conqueror believed, vast treasure, arms for a quarter of a
million men, and the high roads to Constantinople and India. But
in the roadstead off the little port lay two British ships of the line,
their rigging grimly rising against the spring sky. It was a spectacle
with which he was to grow strangely familiar during the next seven
weeks.

For, thanks to Phelypeaux's genius for fortification and the
naval guns and crews with which Sidney Smith stiffened the
Turkish garrison, Acre proved surprisingly formidable. The
ubiquitous British warships even captured Bonaparte's siege train
as it crept up the coast from Egypt, embarked in gunboats. Its guns
were promptly used by the indefatigable Smith against the French.
Without them the ridiculous little fort with its 3000 shabby Turks
and handful of British tars could not be battered into submission.
Frontal assaults, however dashing, produced no results but casual-
ties. There was nothing for it but to sit down and starve the place
out. And this, owing to British sea power, was more easily pro-
posed than done.

In Europe and in India other armies were marching. On March
ist, 1799, the Directory, having received no answer from Austria to
its ultimatum, launched its attack. The French crossed the Rhine
with the old familiar confidence and, debouching from Switzerland,
overran the Grisons. But on March 25th, advancing through the
Black Forest, Jourdan came up against the Archduke Charles at
Stockach. He was repulsed with loss and forced to retreat.

The victory of the Imperialists broke the legend of Republican
invincibility. During the next few weeks Bernadotte, Soult, Victor
and Souham all suffered defeat in southern Germany, while Mas-
sena was forced to fall back in the Grisons. Since its defeat by
Bonaparte, two years before, the Austrian Army had been reor-